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NEWTOWN DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
The Newtown Health District fields many calls regarding the disposal of wastewater
from water treatment systems during the year. The calls are generated by a Home
Inspector or a Realtor who discovers that the wastewater from the water treatment
system/s have been connected to the homes subsurface sewage disposal system or by
homeowners asking how to properly dispose of the wastewater from the water
treatment system that they plan on installing.
The Connecticut Public Health Code Regulations and Technical Standards for
Subsurface Disposal Systems, Section X states that wastewater that is not sewage
shall not be discharged to a subsurface sewage disposal system. Discharges of
wastewaters from water treatment systems to surface waters, sanitary sewer systems,
subsurface sewage disposal systems or to the ground surface are prohibited unless
otherwise authorized by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). Section X
also states that the waste water disposal system must be via a separate/dedicated
subsurface disposal system in accordance with DEP guidance or General Permit.
The General Permit for the Discharge of Point of Entry Water Treatment Wastewaters
from the DEP defines Point of Entry Water Treatment Wastewater or POEWTW as
backwash waters generated from the treatment of a private water supply by means of a
point of entry treatment devices.
The dedicated disposal system consists of:
o A leaching system that has a storage volume that is at least one and one half
[1.5] times the volume of the maximum daily discharge of the POEWTW
o There shall be a minimum of two [2] feet between the bottom of the leaching
system and any underlying bedrock
o There shall be at least twelve [12] inches between the bottom of the leaching
system and seasonal high ground water
o The leaching system must be a minimum of ten [10] feet from any component of
the dwellings subsurface sewage disposal system, [Item P, Table No. 1]
o The leaching system must be a minimum of seventy-five [75] feet from the
dwellings water supply well
Encl: Table No. 1
Section X
DEP General Permit
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General Permit for the Discharge of Point of Entry
Water Treatment Wastewaters
Section 1. Authority
This general permit is issued under the authority of Section 22a-430b of the General
Statutes.

Section 2. Definitions
As used in this general permit:
"Authorized activity" means any activity authorized by this general permit.
"Commissioner" means Commissioner as defined by Section 22a-2(b) of the General
Statutes.
“Dedicated Disposal System,” means a subsurface disposal system, other than a
subsurface sewage disposal system, consisting of a solid, non-perforated conveyance
pipe, followed by a leaching system as defined in Section 19-13-B103 of the
Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, and any groundwater control system on
which the operation of the leaching system is dependent.
"Department" means the department of environmental protection.
"Individual permit" means a permit issued to a named permittee under Section 22a-430
of the General Statutes.
"Municipality" means a city, town or borough of the state.
"Permittee" means a person [or municipality] who or which has filed a registration.
"Person" means person as defined by Section 22a-2(c) of the General Statutes.
“Point of Entry Water Treatment Device or POEWTD” means a device for the
treatment of a private water supply (which device is located at the water service
entrance of a building) and, for the purposes of this general permit, is limited to
devices primarily intended to be used for the treatment of hardness, iron, manganese or
pH.
“Point of Entry Water Treatment Wastewater or POEWTW” means backwash waters
generated from the treatment of a private water supply by means of point of entry
water treatment devices.
“POTW” means a publicly owned treatment works.
“Private Water Supply” means a private water supply as defined by section 19-13B101 (a)(9) of the Public Health Code.
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"Site" means geographically contiguous land or water on which an authorized activity
takes place or on which an activity for which authorization is sought under this general
permit is proposed to take place. Non-contiguous land or water owned by the same
person and connected by a right-of-way, which such person controls, and to which the
public does not have access shall be deemed the same site.
“Vendor” means a person or municipality who supplies a point of entry water
treatment device for use by a person or municipality covered by this general permit.
"Watercourse" means watercourse as defined in Section 22a-38 of the General
Statutes.

Section 3. Authorization Under This General Permit
(a) Eligible Activities
Provided the requirements of subsection (b) of this section are satisfied, this
general permit authorizes the:
Discharge to the ground by means of a dedicated disposal system, or to a POTW,
of POEWTW from the treatment of a private water supply.
Any discharge of water, substance or material into the waters of the state other
than the one specified in this section is not authorized by this general permit, and
any person who or municipality which initiates, creates, originates or maintains
such a discharge must first apply for and obtain authorization under Section 22a430 of the General Statutes.
(b) Requirements for Authorization
This general permit authorizes the activities listed in subsection (a) of this section
provided:
(1) Coastal Area Management
Such activity is consistent with all-applicable goals and policies in Section
22a-92 of the General Statutes, and will not cause adverse impacts to coastal
resources as defined in Section 22a-93 of the General Statutes.
(2) Endangered and Threatened Species
Such activity does not threaten the continued existence of any species listed
pursuant to Section 26-306 of the General Statutes as endangered or
threatened and will not result in the destruction or adverse modification of
habitat designated as essential to such species.
(3) Such activity, which discharges to a POTW, shall comply with any relevant
municipal sewer use ordinance.
(4) Such activity conforms to the requirements of Section 4 of this General
Permit.
(5) No discharge of wastewater shall contain substances in concentrations
greater than any MCL, other than for naturally occurring substances present
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in the source water, as source water is defined in section 19-13B102(a) of
the Public Health Code.
(c) Geographic Area
This general permit applies throughout the State of Connecticut.
(d) Effective Date and Expiration Date of this General Permit
This general permit is effective on the date it is issued by the Commissioner and
expires five (5) years from such date of issuance.
(e) Effective Date of Authorization
An activity is authorized by this general permit on the date the general permit
becomes effective or on the date the activity commences, whichever is later.
(f)

Revocation of an Individual Permit
If an activity meets the requirements of authorization of this general permit and
such activity is presently authorized by an individual permit, the existing
individual permit may be revoked by the Commissioner upon a written request by
the permittee. If the Commissioner revokes such individual permit in writing,
such revocation shall take effect on the effective date of authorization of such
activity by this general permit.

(g) Issuance of an Individual Permit
If the Commissioner issues an individual permit authorizing an activity
authorized by this general permit, this general permit shall cease to authorize that
activity beginning on the date such individual permit is issued.

Section 4. Conditions of this General Permit
The permittee shall at all times continue to meet the requirements for authorization set
forth in Section 3 of this general permit. In addition, a permittee shall assure that
activities authorized by this general permit are conducted in accordance with the
following conditions:
(a) Operating Conditions
(1) POEWTW shall not be discharged to any open floor drain, floor trench,
sump or drainage system which is designed to receive chemical spillage or
other wastewaters not authorized by this general permit.
(2) No discharge of POEWTW to any surface water is authorized by this
general permit.
(3) Discharges of POEWTW to the ground shall be by means of a dedicated
disposal system which meets the following requirements:
(A) The dedicated disposal system’s leaching system shall have a
storage volume that is at least one and a half (1.5) times the
volume of the maximum daily discharge of POEWTW;
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(B) There shall be a minimum of 2 feet between the bottom of any
dedicated disposal system’s leaching system used to discharge
POEWTW and any underlying bedrock surface, and at least 12” of
separation between the bottom of any such system and the
seasonal high water table at the treatment system site;
(C) The discharge of POEWTW to the ground shall not create or
maintain a condition which will interfere with the operation and
effectiveness of a subsurface sewage disposal system, permitted in
accordance with Section 19a-36 or 22a-430 of the Connecticut
general Statutes and the regulations adopted thereunder;
(D) No portion of a dedicated disposal system for the treatment and
disposal of POEWTW shall be located within 10 feet of any
component of a subsurface sewage disposal system’s leaching
system which is permitted in accordance with Section 19a-36 or
22a-430 of the Connecticut General Statutes and the regulations
adopted thereunder;
(E) Minimum separating distances between any component of a
dedicated disposal system and a potable water supply well shall be
as prescribed in section 19-13-B51d.
(F) If a local Director of Health determines that a dedicated disposal
system in existence prior to the date of this general permit is not a
threat to either a potable water supply, a subsurface sewage
disposal system, or an environmental point of concern, it may
approve a variance for conditions 4(a)(3)(A)(B),(D), or (E).
(4) For discharges to a POTW:
The discharge shall conform to any relevant municipal sewer use ordinance.
(b) Reporting and Record Keeping Requirements
(1) Within thirty (30) days following the installation of a dedicated disposal
system, the permittee shall submit an installation report to the local health
department. Such report shall include the following details:
(A) The name of the installer of the dedicated disposal system;
(B) The location of each such discharge;
(C) The date of installation;
(D) A description of the POEWTD including a description of the
chemicals utilized in the treatment system and discharge volume;
(E) Copies of any authorizations granted by either a Municipal Water
Pollution Control Authority (for a discharge to a POTW) or
municipal or district director of health.
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(F) Certification by the installer that the dedicated disposal system
conforms to the conditions in Section 4(a)(3) of this general
permit.
(c) Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies Incorporated into this General
Permit
The permittee shall comply with all applicable law, including without limitation
the following Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies:
(1) Section 22a-430-3:
Subsection (b) General - subparagraph (1)(D) and subdivisions (2) Signatory
Requirements, (3) Duty to Provide Information, (4) Permit Fees, (5)
Confidentiality, and Subsection (c) Inspection and Entry
(2) Section 22a-430-4:
Subsection (t) – Discharges to POTWs - Prohibitions
(d) Duty to Correct and Report Violations
Upon learning of a violation of a condition of this general permit, a permittee
shall immediately take all reasonable action to determine the cause of such
violation, correct such violation and mitigate its results, prevent further such
violation, and report in writing such violation and such corrective action to the
Commissioner within five (5) days of the permittee's learning of such violation.
Such report shall be certified in accordance with subsection 4(i) of this general
permit.
(e) Duty to Provide Information
If the Commissioner requests any information pertinent to the authorized activity or
to compliance with this general permit or with the permittee's approval of
registration, the permittee shall provide such information in writing within thirty
(30) days of such request. Such information shall be certified in accordance with
subsection 4(i) of this general permit.
(f)

Certification of Documents
Any document, including but not limited to any notice, which is submitted to the
Commissioner under this general permit shall be signed by, as applicable, the
registrant or the permittee in accordance with Section 22a-430-3(b)(2) of the
Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, and by the individual or individuals
responsible for actually preparing such document, each of whom shall certify in
writing as follows:
“I have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in
this document and all attachments thereto, and I certify that, based on reasonable
investigation, including my inquiry of those individuals responsible for obtaining
the information, the submitted information is true, accurate and complete to the
best of my knowledge and belief. I understand that a false statement made in the
submitted information may be punishable as a criminal offense, in accordance
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with Section 22a-6 of the General Statutes, pursuant to Section 53a-157b of the
General Statutes, and in accordance with any other applicable statute.”
(g) Date of Filing
For purposes of this general permit, the date of filing with the Commissioner of
any document is the date such document is received by the Commissioner. The
word "day" as used in this general permit means the calendar day; if any date
specified in the general permit falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday; such
deadline shall be the next business day thereafter.
(h) False Statements
Any false statement in any information submitted pursuant to this general permit
may be punishable as a criminal offense, in accordance with Section 22a-6, under
Section 53a-157b of the General Statutes.
(i)

Correction of Inaccuracies
Within fifteen days after the date a permittee becomes aware of a change in any
information in any material submitted pursuant to this general permit, or becomes
aware that any such information is inaccurate or misleading or that any relevant
information has been omitted, such permittee shall correct the inaccurate or
misleading information or supply the omitted information in writing to the
Commissioner. Such information shall be certified in accordance with subsection
4(i) of this general permit.

(j)

Other Applicable Law
Nothing in this general permit shall relieve the permittee of the obligation to
comply with any other applicable federal, state and local law, including but not
limited to the obligation to obtain any other authorizations required by such law.

(k) Other Rights
This general permit is subject to and does not derogate any present or future
rights or powers of the State of Connecticut and conveys no rights in real or
personal property nor any exclusive privileges, and is subject to all public and
private rights and to any federal, state, and local laws pertinent to the property or
activity affected by such general permit. In conducting any activity authorized
hereunder, the permittee may not cause pollution, impairment, or destruction of
the air, water, or other natural resources of this state. The issuance of this general
permit shall not create any presumption that this general permit should or will be
renewed.

Section 5. Commissioner's Powers
(a) Abatement of Violations
The Commissioner may take any action provided by law to abate a violation of
this general permit, including the commencement of proceedings to collect
penalties for such violation. The Commissioner may, by summary proceedings or
otherwise and for any reason provided by law, including violation of this general
permit, revoke a permittee's authorization hereunder in accordance with Sections
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22a-3a-2 through 22a-3a-6, inclusive, of the Regulations of Connecticut State
Agencies. Nothing herein shall be construed to affect any remedy available to the
Commissioner by law.
(b) General Permit Revocation, Suspension, or Modification
The Commissioner may, for any reason provided by law, by summary
proceedings or otherwise, revoke or suspend this general permit or modify it to
establish any appropriate conditions, schedules of compliance, or other provisions
which may be necessary to protect human health or the environment.
(c) Filing of an Individual Application
If the Commissioner notifies a permittee in writing that such permittee must
obtain an individual permit if he wishes to continue lawfully conducting the
activity authorized by this general permit, the permittee may continue conducting
such activity only if he files an application for an individual permit within thirty
(30) days of receiving the Commissioner's notice. While such application is
pending before the Commissioner, the permittee shall comply with the terms and
conditions of this general permit and the subject approval of registration.
Nothing herein shall affect the Commissioner's power to revoke a permittee's
authorization under this general permit at any time.

Issued: [DATE]
Gina McCarthy
Commissioner
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